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Five Reasons 
Why…
NRW is the Hotspot for 
Innovative materials & 
intelligent production

Pool of Talent: 
With 300,000 STEM students, NRW offers a 
large pool of talent across a wide array of 
fields related to the development of 
innovative materials and production methods.
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2 Adapting Industry: 
NRW has the aim to become the most 
digitized and sustainable industrial centre in 
the world. This ambition is centred around 
the adaption of smart solutions, displayed by 
the sectors annual investments of €10 bn in 
ICT.

3 Excellence at all Business Sizes: 
NRW is famous for its large base of SMEs of 
which 130.000 are situated within the 
manufacturing sector. But also 510 hidden 
champions in the manufacturing sector call 
NRW their home.

4 Industry Leadership: 
NRWs industry leads in a variety of industrial 
sectors. An example is the plastic sector, 
being Europe's largest with an annual 
turnover of €36 bn. 

5 Innovation Success:
Over 54% of NRWs SMEs were able to 
introduce a product innovation into the 
market or establish a process innovation 
within the company, within the last three 
years. 

Selected Clusters 
and Networks

SPIN NRW 
creates alliances between industry, digital 
technology, and research.

Produktion.NRW 
is the point of touch for NRW’s engineering 
companies.

it’s OWL 
supports SMEs in the development of intel-
ligent systems & their digital transformation.

Chemie.NRW 
consults and connects actors in the chemical 
industry.

NMWP.NRW 
is the central hub for the development of 
innovative materials.

Kunststoffland.NRW
is NRW’s interface for the plastics industry, 
advocating for its R&D interests and needs.

Commissioned by:

Contact us…

We look forward to 
hearing from you…

nrwinnovativ.de

info@nrwinnovativ.de

Find us on our socials



IMP³ROVE XX/ID

2

Within the EU-project Boost 4.0, 
it‘s OWL, Fraunhofer IEM ,and 
BENTELER predict the failure of 
machines in order to prevent 
them beforehand.

The project WIN4KMU utilizes 
the industrial internet of things 
to connect and automate entire 
value chains. Within that project, 
a universal IIoT-solution for 
SMEs is developed.

An intelligent assistant system 
for the reduction of greenhouse 
gas editions is developed in the 
project Climate bOWL, analyzing 
each value chain step to reach 
maximum transparency.

NRW.innovativ 
is the central hub for connecting 
the innovation landscape in North 
Rhine-Westphalia (NRW). 

About us Highlighted 
initiatives in field

Innovative materials & 
intelligent production

Why North Rhine-
Westphalia is the 
hotspot for 

5 Reasons

Our mission
As a catalyst, we promote 
our region’s innovation 
potential

Our vision
By leveraging our network, 
we foster collaborations 
within and beyond NRW

Innovative materials & 
Intelligent production

Visit our website to 
find out more!

nrwinnovativ.de

Commissioned by:



IMP³ROVE XX/ID

3

Five Reasons 
Why…
NRW is the Hotspot for 
Connected mobility & logistics

Pool of Talent: 
With three centers of excellence, NRW offers 
an excellent access to talented and highly 
skilled personnel in the mobility and logistics 
sector. 

1

2 Funding Opportunities: 
With €917 mn of national funding into vehicle 
and traffic technology, businesses are 
supported in their innovation activity.

3 Demand for Innovation: 
30% of all German automotive suppliers are 
based in NRW, creating a high demand for 
innovative solutions to adapt their products 
to a new age of mobility.

4 Heart of Europe: 
NRWs importance as Europe's central 
logistics hub, is displayed by the 120 inland 
ports, Duisport being the largest in the world, 
and an annual revenue of €68 bn of NRWs 
logistics sector.

5 Innovation Success:
Over 54% of NRWs SMEs were able to 
introduce a product innovation into the 
market or establish a process innovation 
within the company, within the last three 
years. 

Selected Clusters 
and Networks

automotiveland.NRW
supports the structural change within the 
automotive industry.

innocam.NRW
is focusing on the theme of autonomous driving 
and connected mobility.

Logistik.NRW
pools competences around the topic of logistics 
& supports progress in the industry.
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Bergisch.Smart_Mobility
focusses on AI as an enabler of 
the future of mobility. Key topics 
are the development of software 
solutions and on-demand shuttle 
services.

Application-oriented centre for 
automated mobility camo.nrw
consults on topics such as 
autonomous driving and 
sustainable mobility.

Traffic and city logistics 
combined – SPaCiH develops a 
network of SmartPark-logistic-
hubs outside of larger cities to 
create a more efficient way to 
supply (small) towns with goods.

NRW.innovativ 
is the central hub for connecting 
the innovation landscape in North 
Rhine-Westphalia (NRW). 

About us Highlighted 
initiatives in field

Connected mobility & 
logistics

Why North Rhine-
Westphalia is the 
hotspot for 

5 Reasons

Our mission
As a catalyst, we promote 
our region’s innovation 
potential

Our vision
By leveraging our network, 
we foster collaborations 
within and beyond NRW

Innovative materials & 
Intelligent production

Visit our website to 
find out more!

nrwinnovativ.de

Commissioned by:
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Five Reasons 
Why…
NRW is the Hotspot for 
Environmental & 
circular economy

Pool of Talent: 
With 468,000 employees in the 
environmental economy, NRW is the leading 
state in Germany, offering a large pool of 
experienced personnel.

1

2 Funding Opportunities: 
With €440 mn of national funding in 
environmental and circular economy, mainly 
into bioeconomy, NRW offers financial 
support to innovative companies.

3 Innovation Mindset: 
Over 19% of the national patents in the 
environmental sector originate from NRW, 
this is equivalent to about 2% of the worlds 
patents, making NRW one of the key 
innovational hubs.

4 Sustainable Focus: 
With 167 hidden champions in the 
environmental sector, the sector is a key 
economic pillar in NRWs pursuit to become 
the most sustainable industrial region in 
Europe.

5 Innovation Success:
Over 54% of NRWs SMEs were able to 
introduce a product innovation into the 
market or establish a process innovation 
within the company, within the last three 
years. 

Selected Clusters 
and Networks

Umweltwirtschaft.NRW
increases visibility of environmental economics

BIO.NRW 
combines the topics bioeconomy and 
biotechnology

Effizienz-Agentur NRW 
supports companies to improve resource 
efficiency
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Bioeconomy is seen as an 
approach to fight climate 
change. BIO.NRW.eco focusses 
on bioeconomy as a source of 
innovative products and 
procedures.

Bioökonomie REVIER consults 
and connects actors to support 
the circular economy. Suitable 
partners are connected to utilise
synergies.

NRW.innovativ 
is the central hub for connecting 
the innovation landscape in North 
Rhine-Westphalia (NRW). 

About us Highlighted 
initiatives in field

Environmental & 
circular economy

Why North Rhine-
Westphalia is the 
hotspot for 

5 Reasons

Our mission
As a catalyst, we promote 
our region’s innovation 
potential

Our vision
By leveraging our network, 
we foster collaborations 
within and beyond NRW

Environmental & 
circular economy

Visit our website to 
find out more!

nrwinnovativ.de

Commissioned by:

The Circular Valley project, aims 
to establish start-ups and SMEs 
within the circular economy in 
the greater Rhine-Ruhr region, 
launching its 4th accelerator 
batch in December 2023.
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Five Reasons 
Why…
NRW is the Hotspot for 
Energy & innovative 
construction

Pool of Talent: 
With over, 60,000 students in the fields of 
electrical engineering and physics and 
chemistry the foundation for the next 
generation of talent for the energy sector is 
laid. With the RWTH Aachen, WWU Muenster 
and Ruhr-Uni Bochum being on the frontier of 
energy related studies.

1

2 Funding Opportunities:
NRW accounts for around €168 mn of the 
funds spent nationwide on energy research 
at universities. That is about a quarter of the 
total sum.

3 Research Excellence: 
With research centres like the MEET in 
Muenster, NRW is one of the main drivers of 
top-level research in the fields of battery 
materials, cells and electrochemistry. All 
under the motto “Where science MEETs 
industry”.

4 Demand for Innovation: 
The industrial sector in NRW already uses 17 
TWh of hydrogen annually. By 2050, demand 
will rise to over 100 TWh, creating huge 
demand for innovative solutions.

5 Innovation Success:
Over 54% of NRWs SMEs were able to 
introduce a product innovation into the 
market or establish a process innovation 
within the company, within the last three 
years. 

Selected Clusters 
and Networks

Energieforschungsoffensive.NRW
gives an overview to research and funding 
trends in NRW.

NMWP.NRW 
drives initiatives structured around the topic of 
lightweight construction.

NRW.Energy4Climate 
connects, consults, and supports companies in 
contributing to climate neutrality.

Commissioned by:
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On a 7 acres large „Living Lab“, 
the Brainergy Park Jülich offers a 
simulation area and 
demonstration platform for 
learning energy management.

ALTBAUNEU supports NRWs 
communities with the renovation 
of family homes to make them 
more energy efficient. It also 
facilitates the information on the 
topic between the communities.

NRW.innovativ 
is the central hub for connecting 
the innovation landscape in North 
Rhine-Westphalia (NRW). 

About us Highlighted 
initiatives in field

Energy & innovative 
construction

Why North Rhine-
Westphalia is the 
hotspot for 

5 Reasons

Our mission
As a catalyst, we promote 
our region’s innovation 
potential

Our vision
By leveraging our network, 
we foster collaborations 
within and beyond NRW

Energy & innovative 
construction

Visit our website to 
find out more!

nrwinnovativ.de

Commissioned by:

Power-to-X is a core topic to 
improve our current energy 
system. The project EnergRegio
simulates the energy system and 
offers a foundation to realise the 
technology.
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Five Reasons 
Why…
NRW is the Hotspot for 
Innovative medicine, 
health & life science

Pool of Talent: 
With 42,000 students in medical subjects, 
NRW offers a large access to young talent in 
the medical field. Additionally, highly 
specialized research facilities support 
research and development.

1

2 Innovative Medtech Sector: 
Around 750 medtech companies generate 
sales of over €2 bn a year, with a third of 
their sales from products that are no more 
than three years old.

3 Successful Exchange: 
Research and practice work close together in 
NRW. This becomes visible with over 60 
technology and start-up centers and the six 
university hospitals, which is the most in 
Germany.

4 Testbed for Innovation: 
With 18% of German hospitals located in 
NRW, the state is offering a perfect testbed 
for innovative medical products.

5 Innovation Success:
Over 54% of NRWs SMEs were able to 
introduce a product innovation into the 
market or establish a process innovation 
within the company, within the last three 
years. 

Selected Clusters 
and Networks

KI.NRW
connects healthcare with state-of-the-art AI 
solutions, applicable in the health industry. 

BIO.NRW 
is NRWs excellence centre for biotechnology 
and life sciences.

Cluster Medizin.NRW
supports innovative medicine and the 
development of clinical research.
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The health care system is 
digitizing and 
Digitale.Medizin.NRW is 
supporting the transition to make 
precaution, diagnosis and 
treatment more efficient.

Clinical research is the basis of 
developing, testing and receiving 
approval of new treatment 
methods. KliFoNet.NRW 
facilitates the exchange of 
information for clinical research. 

NRW.innovativ 
is the central hub for connecting 
the innovation landscape in North 
Rhine-Westphalia (NRW). 

About us Highlighted 
initiatives in field

Innovative medicine, 
health & life science

Why North Rhine-
Westphalia is the 
hotspot for 

5 Reasons

Our mission
As a catalyst, we promote 
our region’s innovation 
potential

Our vision
By leveraging our network, 
we foster collaborations 
within and beyond NRW

Innovative medicine, 
health & life science

Visit our website to 
find out more!

nrwinnovativ.de

Commissioned by:

As part of KI.NRWs AI flagship 
initiative the University Hospital 
Bonn received up to €17.5 mn of 
funding for the unique 
digitalization project Innovative 
Secure Medical Campus UKB.
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Five Reasons 
Why…
NRW is the Hotspot for 
Culture, media & creative 
industries, innovative services

Pool of Talent: 
With 29% of people working in the creative 
industries having an academic background, 
NRW offers a well-above average educated 
talent pool.

1

2 Funding Opportunities: 
The recent €8.5 mn funding of 
KreativInstitut.OWL illuminates how funding 
offers opportunities for creative companies 
to develop innovative and creative products.

3 Industry Leadership: 
With 73 hidden champions in the creative 
sector, NRW has the most “hidden leaders” 
within Europe. 

4 Heart of Europe: 
With an annual turnover of €39.8 bn, NRWs 
creative sector is not only Germanys but also 
Europe's largest creative industry. Events 
such as the Gamescom attract millions of 
visitors into NRWs creative sector.

5 Innovation Success:
Over 54% of NRWs SMEs were able to 
introduce a product innovation into the 
market or establish a process innovation 
within the company, within the last three 
years. 

Selected Clusters 
and Networks

Mediennetzwerk.NRW
enables actors from all sectors to find potential 
partners in the creative industries.

CREATIVE.NRW 
connects actors in the creative industries to 
nurture impulses and innovative solutions.

Commissioned by:
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Mediennetzwerk.NRW
and NerdStarTV launched the 
eight-part streaming series 
IndieZone NRW in which NRWs 
game developer studios and their 
games are presented.

Creativity is essential to break 
down long-standing structures 
that need to be replaced. 
CREATIVE.Challenges connect 
actors of all backgrounds with 
creative minds to find solutions.

NRW.innovativ 
is the central hub for connecting 
the innovation landscape in North 
Rhine-Westphalia (NRW). 

About us Highlighted 
initiatives in field

Culture, media & 
creative industries, 
innovative services

Why North Rhine-
Westphalia is the 
hotspot for 

5 Reasons

Our mission
As a catalyst, we promote 
our region’s innovation 
potential

Our vision
By leveraging our network, 
we foster collaborations 
within and beyond NRW

Culture, media & 
creative industries, 
innovative services

Visit our website to 
find out more!

nrwinnovativ.de

Commissioned by:

CREATIVE.NRW offers Corporate 
Social Responsibilty-Workshops 
to support people accessing the 
professional sphere by training 
them how to transform ideas into 
viable business opportunities.
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Five Reasons 
Why…
NRW is the Hotspot for 
Key Technologies of the future 
& ICT

Pool of Talent: 
93,000 students in relevant fields such as 
computer science, information technology 
and electrical engineering and an elite 
university in RWTH Aachen offer in a highly 
attractive talent pool.

1

2 Funding Opportunities: 
Over 20,000 foreign companies invested in 
NRW-based ICT companies in 2021, 
displaying the international attention NRWs 
innovative companies receive.

3 Research Excellence: 
The key technological focus areas are 
derived from the frontier players in AI (TU 
Dortmund), QT (Uni-Duisburg-Essen), cyber 
security (Ruhr-Uni Bochum), Biotech (RWTH), 
Nanotech (WWU Muenster) and 5G (Uni 
Bonn).

4 Successful Exchange: 
The research excellence is mirrored by 
various cluster and network across the key 
focus topics of AI, quantum computing, cyber 
security, Bio- and Nanotech, and 5G.

5 Innovation Success:
Over 54% of NRWs SMEs were able to 
introduce a product innovation into the 
market or establish a process innovation 
within the company, within the last three 
years. 

Selected Clusters 
and Networks

DIGITAL.SICHER.NRW 
is NRWs centre of competence for 
cybersecurity.

5G.NRW 
reduces entry barriers, elaborates vertical 
markets and accelerates innovation diffusion.

Commissioned by:

Contact us…
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hearing from you…

nrwinnovativ.de

info@nrwinnovativ.de
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NMWP.NRW 
builds on four key topics: nanotechnology, 
microsystems, materials, and photonic.

ML4Q
focusses on quantum computing and supports 
companies with its integration.

KI.NRW 
makes actors visible and supports them in the 
transfer of technology.

CLIB 
connects innovative actors within and from 
outside the industrial bioeconomy sector.
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The network EIN Quantum NRW,
initiated by a dozen of research 
institutes in 2021, is financed 
with €20 mn to further push QT 
innovation and bridge the gap 
between research and industry. 

Certified AI »made in Germany«
aims to develop test procedures 
that can serve as a basis for 
technical standards and norms. 
Among the partners are KI.NRW, 
universities and Dax 40 entities.

NRW.innovativ 
is the central hub for connecting 
the innovation landscape in North 
Rhine-Westphalia (NRW). 

About us Highlighted 
initiatives in field

Key Technologies of 
the future & ICT

Why North Rhine-
Westphalia is the 
hotspot for 

5 Reasons

Our mission
As a catalyst, we promote 
our region’s innovation 
potential

Our vision
By leveraging our network, 
we foster collaborations 
within and beyond NRW

Key Technologies of 
the future & ICT

Visit our website to 
find out more!

nrwinnovativ.de

Commissioned by:

The unique digitalization project 
Innovative Secure Medical 
Campus UKB received up to 
€17.5 mn of funding applying AI 
in the health sector.


